THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? be- 
hold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together. —JoRN 4: 35, 36. 
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DIVINE AUTHORITY. 


One very remarkable feature in the religious sentiment of modern 
Christianity is an indifference to the question of legitimate authority to 
speak and officiate in the name of the Lord. Should an unauthorized 
man Officiate in matters of human government, or an impostor pretend to 
be the agent of a mercantile institution and deceive the people by taking 
their orders for goods and receiving their money, no one, with sound 

reason, would expect the government or firm to make good the unauthor- 
ized contracts of an impostor; the deceiver would be arrested and thrust 
* prison for fraudulent acts. 

* Why should the consideration of sacred ä err the sal va- 
tion of mankind, be treated with less concern? ; 

There seems to have grown up in the hearts of ‘the people a feeling that 
mere belief, an intellectual assent to the theories of the Gospel, is all- 
sufficient to secure salvation in the presence of the Lord. But this is an 
unscriptural delusion. “Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being 
alone.” “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is 
dead.” “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works 
is dead also.” “Thou believest there is one God, thou doest well; the 
devils also believe and tremble.” St. James 2: 17, 19, 20 and 26. 

We have shown in former articles that baptism and confirmation are 
essential ordinances to salvation, and to these might be added other sacred 
rites, instituted by the Savior of the world for the redemption of man, 
and that “not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
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the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father, which is 
in heaven,” Matt. 7: 21. 

Can anyone reasonably suppose that baptism, confirmation, the sacra- 
ment or any other sacred ceremony administered by one not sent of God 
will be followed by the blessings which attended the Primitive Saints— 
the remission of sins, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, manifest in visions, 
dreams, healings, prophecies, tongues, etc.? By no means; and this is the 
reason that the signs do not follow professed believers of the present day, 
because their ministers are not called of God according to the pattern 
instituted by Himself. The condemnation of the Lord wili rest upon all 
who speak presumptuously, and Wilfully usurp authority to officiate in 
sacred things. The Lord said in the days of Jeremiah concerning certain 
men who spoke without authority: “I have not sent these prophets, yet 
they ran; I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.” Jer. 23: 21. 
The whole history of the dealings of God with his people recorded in the 
Bible prove the constant necessity of living divine authority. Upon this 
branch of the subject we cite the reader to several passages of Scripture. 
When Moses was about to depart from Israel he sought the Lord to desig- 
nate his successor, knowing full well that without succession of authority 
the work of God could not continue. He eaid, Let the Lord, the God, of 
the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, which may go out 
before them, and which may go in before them and which may lead them 
out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the Lord be 
not as sheep which have no shepherd.” Num. 27: 16, 17. 

In Romans 10: 14 to 17, we have the following: How then shall they 
call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without 
a preacher? And how shall they preach except they be sent?” 

The Savior who called twelve Apostles and other seventy to continue 
the work which He, by the direction of His Father, had inaugurated, was 
so particular that they should not run before they were sent,” said unto 
them, “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And, behold! I 
send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high.” Luke 24: 47-49, 

This emphatic injunction, notwithstanding these Apostles had already 
been called and ordained as recorded in Mark 3: 14, and notwithstanding 
their great experience by personal association with the Savior of mankind, 
who was pure, without guile, and perfect in all things, “who spake as 
never man spake.” These Apostles had seen the sick healed, the blind 
see, the deaf hear, the dumb speak, the dead raised. Three of them, Peter, 
James and Jobn, had been with Christ when He was transfigured in the 
Holy Mount. Moses and Elias had ministered unto them. These twelve 
were the living oracles of Almighty God, but for all that they must not 
“run before they are sent nor speak before they are spoken to.” They 
must enjoy especial power. Are men in modern times as particular to 
avoid speaking in the name of the Lord, before they are truly called? 

Let us now ascertain how men are called of God, and His authority 
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perpetuated in the earth. In speaking of the honor and authority of the 
Holy Priesthood, Paul says, And no man taketh this honor unto himself, 
but he that is called of God as was Aaron.” 

By reading the 4th and 28th chapters of Exodus the information as to 
how Aaron was called can be obtained. He was called by revelation, 
through a prophet of God. That prophet was called by revelation and 
ordained by one having authority to ordain him. This method of calling 
men to the ministry was ever adhered to by the people of God, and when 
departed from, the departure has been of men and not of God. Aaron 
received the anointing literally at the hands of the Prophet Moses, as 
recorded in Exodus 40: 15-16, and thus conferred, the Levitical Priesthood 
upon Aaron, to be transmitted by the holy anointing from generation to 
generation as long as they should observe the statutes of the Holy One of 
Israel. When Joshua was called to succeed Moses in leading Israel into 
the promised land, it was done by revelation from God, and the laying 
on of hands by one having authority.” 

“And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua, the son of Nun, a 
man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thine hand upon him. 

“And he laid his hands upon him and gave him a charge, as the Lord 
commanded by the hand of Moses.” Num. 27: 18, 23. 

“And Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of the Spirit of Wisdom; for 
Moses had laid his hands upon him.” Deut. 34: 9. 

During the entire history from Moses to the Savior, men were called by 
revelation, and when any presumed to officiate without such a call their 
acts were invalid and rejected of the Almighty. The New Testament 
furnishes evidence of the same plan of calling men to the ministry and 
perpetuating the authority of God among men. Jesus said to His Apos- 
tles, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you.” 
St. John 15: 16. . 

“Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets 
and teachers; as Barnabas and Simeon, that was called Niger, and Lucius 
of Cyrene, and Managen, which had been brought up with Herod the 
Tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them. And when they had fasted and prayed and laid their um 
on them, they sent them away.” Acts 13: 1-3. 

“And when they had ordained them Elders in ever church, al had 
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord on whom they 
believed.” Acts 14: 23. 

Men thus called have authority to speak in the name of the Lord; to 
officiate in His name, and their acts are valid, binding in time and eter- 
nity. When Paul found a number of Disciples at Ephesus who had re- 
ceived baptism, but in answer to his question said that they had not “so 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost,” he promptly baptized 
them, and yet they had received this ordinance after the form of John’s 
baptism, that is, by immersion, which was correct. It appears that one 
without authority baptized them, otherwise he would have told them of 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, as did John the Baptist. Under these 
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circumstances Paul had to rebaptize them, having authority from God, 
and then he conferred the Holy Ghost upon them by the laying on of 
hands. This example is a lesson as applicable to similar conditions of 
to-day as it was in the New Testament dispensation. All ceremonies, 
ordinances, rites, etc., administered without the administrator being 
“called of God as was Aaron,” are null and void. The dispensation of 
the fullness of times has been ushered in. The Father and the Son and 
other heavenly messengers have visited the earth and restored authority 
to act in the name of Jesus as in days of old. This authority has been 
transmitted from the Prophet Joseph Smith to others, as designated by 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost and by the laying on of hands. In this 
manner the authority of the Holy Priesthood will be perpetuated without 
interruption until the “kingdoms of this world shall have become the 
kingdoms of our God and His Christ.“ —MArrRHIAS F. Cow zy, in the 
Southern Star. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S RELIGION. 


Tux following letter from Benjamin Franklin to George Whitfield con- 
tains much practical, common-sense religion. 


Philadelphia, June 6, 1753. 

Sir,—I have received your kind letter of the 2nd inst., and am glad to 
hear that you increase in strength; [ hope you will continue mending till 
you recover your former health and firmness. Let me know whether you 
still use the cold bath, and what effect it has. As tothe kindness you 
mention, I wish it could have been of more service to you. But if it had, 
the only thanks 1 should desire is that you would always be equally ready 
to serve any other person that may need your assistance, and so let good 
offices go round, for mankind are all of a family. For my own part, when 
I am employed in serving others, I do not look upon myself as conferring 
favors, but as paying debts. In my travels, and since my settlement, I 
have received much kindness from men to whom I shall never have any 
opportunity of making the least direct return; and numberless mercies 
from God, who is infinitely above being benefited by our services. Those 
kindnesses from men I can therefore only return on my fellow-men, and 
I can only show my gratitude for those mercies from my God by a readi- 
ness to help His other children, and my brethren. For I do not think 
that thanks and compliments, though repeated weekly, can discharge our 
real obligations to each other, and much less those to our Creator. You 
will see my notion of good works, that Jam far from expecting to merit 
heaven by them. By heaven we understand a state of happiness, infinite 
in degree, eternal in duration; I can do nothing to merit such rewards. 
He that for giving a draught of water to a thirsty person should expect to 
be paid with a good plantation would be modest in his demands compared 
with those who think they deserve heaven for the little good they do on 
earth. Even the mixed imperfect pleasures we enjoy in this world are 
rather from God’s goodness than our merit; how much more the happiness 
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of heaven! For my part, I have not the vanity to think I deserve it; the 
folly to expect, nor the ambition to desire it; but content myself, sub- 
mitting to the will and disposal of that God who made me, who has 
hitherto preserved and blessed me, and in whose Fatherly goodness I may 
well confide, that he will never make me miserable, and that even the 
afflictions I may at any time suffer shall tend to my benefit. 

The faith you mention has certainly its use in the world; and I do not 
desire to see it diminished, nor would I endeavor to lessen it in any man. 
But I wish it were more productive of good works than I have generally 
seen it. I mean real good works; works of kindness, charity, mercy and 
public spirit, no holy-day keeping, sermon-hunting, or hearing, performing 
church ceremonies, or waking long prayers, filled with flatteries and com- 
pliments, despised even by wise men, and much less capable of pleasing 
the Deity. 

The worship of God is a duty. The hearing and reading of sermons 
may be useful; but if men rest in hearing and reading and praying, as too 
many do, it is as if a tree should value itself on being watered and putting 
forth leaves, though it never produced any fruit. Your great Master 
thought much less of these outward appearances and professions than 
many of His modern disciples. He preferred the doers of the word to 
the mere hearers; the son that seemingly refused to obey the father, and 
yet performed his commands, to him that professed his readiness, but 
neglected the work; the heretical but charitable Samaritan, to the un- 
charitable though orthodox priest and sanctified Levite, and those who 
gave food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, raiment to the naked, enter- 
tainment to the stranger and relief to the sick, though they never heard 
of His name, He declares shall in the last day be accepted; when those 
who cry Lord! Lord! who value themselves upon their faith, though great 
enough to perform miracles, but have neglected good works, shall be 
rejected. 

He professed that he came not to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance, which implied His modest opinion that there were some in 
His time who thought themselves so good that they need not even hear 
Him for improvement; but nowadays we have scarce a little parson that 
does not think it the duty of every man within his reach to sit under his 
petty ministrations, and whoever omits them offends God. I wish to such 
more humility, and to you health and happiness, being your friend and 
servant, B. FRANKLIN. 
—MENE, in the Liverpool Daily Post. | 


— — — 


DECLINE OF RELIGION. 


THE decline of the so-called Christian religion throughout the country 
is a subject causing anxiety to many a thoughtful mind. And well it 
may. For it is known that a community from which religious influences 
are withdrawn, speedily declines morally, mentally and financially. 

Governor Rollins of New Hampshire, issued a fast day proclamation, in 


$26 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


which he stated that the decline of religion, particularly in our rural 
communities, is a marked feature of the times. “There are towns,” he 
asserted, “where no church bell sounds forth its solemn calls; there are 
villages where children grow to manhood unchristianized; there are com- 
munities where the dead are laid away without the benison of the name 
of Christ, and where marriages are solemnized by justices of the peace.” 

The decline of religion in the cities is not less apparent. On this sub- 
ject Dr. Charles E. Jefferson, in the Independent of April 13th, has some 
timely and pointed remarks. He points out that the “city Christian” as 
a rule is not strong enough to hold hisown ground. The city “pushes the 
newspaper under his eyes on Sunday morning, and he is not strong 
enough of will to turn his eyes away. A friend drops in to see him 
Sunday evening, and he remains away from evening worship. There is a 
dinner on prayer meeting evenings, and his seat is vacant.” 

He has noticed that many of these “city Christians” are scrupulous in 
keeping engagements in society and business, “but they have no con- 
science whatever concerning the duties they owe to their church.” As far 
as concerns the duties of church-membership, “they are near-sighted and 
blind.” “They are caught in the swirl of city life and carried hither and 
thither by the swift flowing currents, and, before they are aware of it, 
their church life is reduced to a precarious and desultory attendance on 
divine worship on bright Sunday mornings.” 

Mr. Jefferson sees clearly the outcome of this lingering decay of religion. 
He is aware that the church to-day lacks “the one quality for which the 
Lord looks and waits.” “City Christians” should stand like rock, beating 
back the determined social] and industrial forces. “Nothing but rock,” he 
exclaims, “will save New York and Chicago, Boston and San Francisco 
from the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah.” 

No one can successfully deny the truths here so forcibly set forth. But 
is the fault all with the people? Has the pulpit no part in the responsi- 
bility for the condition complained of? 

To any one at all familiar with the Christian religion, it is plain that a 
“Christian” ministry without divine authority is a farce. What would a 
foreign ambassador be without proper credentials? The ministers of to- 
day deny the possibility of obtaining direct divine authority, and yet 
they profess to be ambassadors of Christ; they claim to have a divine 
message, but when asked to deliver it, they anxiously look for the most 
profitable market in which “to exhibit their wares,” and then, their pay- 
ment being secured, the message is not forthcoming. 

To be sure they give lectures, eloquent discourses, learned dissertations, 
sometimes upon social topics and sometimes upon religious subjects. They 
tell their hearers of divine messages delivered centuries ago, often inter- 
estingly and sometimes in an edifying and instructive manner, but as to 
their own divine message, that which the people have a right to expect from 
men claiming to be divine ambasss dors, that is never delivered, and if the 
“minister” is pressed hard on that point, as likely as not he will turn 
against the honest inquirer and denounce him as a crank, a heretic, a 
fraud, or a villain, 
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This is one cause of the decline of religion. Sacred vestments, a pecu- 
liar cut of the coat, lectures and concerts do not inspire enthusiasm for 
Christ, nor do they form the Christian character that can withstand the 
allurements of modern life. 

The “Christian” world, in the country and in the cities, is in a position 
similar to that of the ancient covenant people after the extinction of the 
light of inspiration. The people had the word of God; they had syna- 
gogues and a temple; they had a clergy and learned teachers of the law; 
also sects of various colors, and they were not lacking in religious fervor, 
nor in patriotism; but for all that, they were in total darkness and con- 
sented to the slaying of the Son of God. 

What is needed now, as then, is a message from God, presented by His 
own representatives. Then faith in the Almighty is possible—not only 
that mental consent to a proposition which is so commonly called faith, 
but that reliance on the Deity which inspired Moses to lead Israel out of 
Egypt, and Joshua to cross the river and overcome the enemy—the faith 
that caused Ezra to refuse the offered protection of a king, and which 
made the weak strong, even unto death in the age of martyrs; then, we 
may add, the faith through which the Church was established in this age, 
and through which her mission will be accomplished, notwithstanding all 
onslaughts of the forces engaged in war against the Lord and His Anointed. 
— Deseret News. 
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UTAH ITEMS. 


Farmers are already cutting their hay down in Dixie. 

Mt. Pleasant is te have a new foundry and machine shop. 

In many localities of Salt Lake county the recent cold snap did considerable damage 
to the fruit crop. 

The state fair project is booming, and interest in the coming event materially increases 
as the days go by. 

The Richfield city council is considering a proposition for municipal lighting, using the 
water of Sevier canyon for power. 

It is now confidently expected that the Utah volunteers will be home in time to take 
part in the fourth of July celebration. 


The wool output of this state will be heavier this year than fer many years past, but 
the prices paid for the clip will be lower than last season. 


The Provo woolen mills will consume 750,000 pounds of wool this season, of which 
400,000 pounds have already been purchased. The outlook for the season at the mill is 
regarded as very satisfactory. 

- From all over the state comes the gladsome news that new settlers are coming in, new 


buildings are being erected and hundreds of acres of formerly barren land is being placed 
under cultivation this season. 


Within a very short time the Utah & Pacific will be ready for operation through to its 
terminus at the Nevada State line. For the first time in the history of many of the 
southern towns their people will be within easy reach of a railroad. 


Utah is experiencing an era of prosperity. In almost every town in the state new 
buildings are being erected, and improvements being made on old ones. It is hard to 
secure enough workmen. Financially the state was never in a better condition. 


— — — — —— — -- — — 
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THURSDAY, MAY 25, 1899. 


THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM. 


“AND this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” (Matt. 24: 14.) 

This is the answer given to the disciples when they requested Jesus to tell 
them the sign of His coming and of the end of the world. No doubt they 
thought that these things were close at hand, but nearly 1900 years have 
passed and this saying is not fulfilled, yet it is as sure to come to pass as 
did that other prediction in the same chapter wherein He said in regard 
to the temple: “There shall not be left here one stone upon another that 
shall not be thrown down.” Subsequent events verified that prediction to 
the very letter, so we may conclude that, in the Lord's own due time, 
history will record the fulfillment of the other. 

In the meridian of time the world at large rejected the Gospel * per- 
secuted to the death those servants of the Lord of the vineyard, and thus 
rejected che Gospel. 

That this would be the case is plainly predicted by Paul in II Thess. 2: 3. 
He said speaking of Christ's second coming, Let no man deceive you 
by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;” but 
that the inhabitants of the earth should have another chance to hear the 
Gospel, and that it should be preached to all nations, is clearly predicted 
by John on the isle of Patmos, for he said, “And I saw another angel fly 
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people.” 

The approximate time that this should come is made clear in the vision 
of Nebuchadnezzar which was interpreted by the prophet Daniel. In 
describing the vision Daniel said, “Thou, O king, sawest and behold a 
great image. . This image’s head was of fine gold, his arms of 
silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of 
iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, 
and broke them to pieces.” The interpretation of the vision was given 
to the king as follows: “Thou art this head of gold. And after thee 
shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom 
of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth king- 
dom shall be strong as iron. . . . Andjwhereas thou sawest the feet 


and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall. be 
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divided. . . . And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, 
they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not 
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.” All leading 
bible students agree as to the fulfillment of this vision up to a certain 
point. They see that the arms of silver represent the kingdom of the 
Medes and Persians; that the body of brass, that of Alexander; the legs 
of iron, the Roman Empire; and that the feet and toes, the modern 
nations of Europe. This is as far as they pretend to see the interpretation, 
but the principal part, that part which is of most importance to mankind 
is untouched by the wise men of the earth. We read in the 44th verse 
the following: And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” This kingdom repre- 
sented by a stone “cut out of the mountain without hands,” probably 
quite insignificant at first, “became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth.” Now, as three fourths of this remarkable vision, in accordance 
with the intrepretation of that great prophet, has been fulfilled, may we 
not with much confidence look for the remainder? 

This could not have been fulfilled by Christ’s first advent, for that event 
transpired during the universal sway of the Roman Empire, represented 
by the legs of iron, but this was to come in the days of the kingdoms that 
should grow out of and come after that rule of iron. 

The “stone cut out without hands” indicated to Daniel that it would 
not be set up as the others had been, by men, but by the “God of heaven.” 

The time has surely come for the fulfillment of the finishing scene, for 
the nations are in the condition represented by the mixture of the iron 
and the clay, being “partly strong and partly broken,” and although they 
“mingle themselves with the seed of men” by intermarrying in the royal 
families, “they cleave not one to another.” 

Now, who is ready to accept the kingdom of God in fulfillment of this 
prophecy? Will the world at large receive it? It is not at all likely that 
this will be the case, for it is stated that it will smite the image on the 
toes, showing that it will come in contact with the preconceived ideas of 
the world. 

Believers in the Bible should certainly be reading the signs of the times, 
so that they may not overlook this little stone and be crushed by its pres- 
sure. In the 24th chapter of Matthew, in speaking of the signs of his 
second coming, among other things, Jesus says, “And he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Now 
learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall 
see all these things, know that it is near, even at your doors.” 

As it is of the greatest importance that the world should recognize this 
kingdom, that they may be partakers of its blessings, and avoid the awful 
consequences of rejecting the word of God, we earnestly plead with all 
men to prayerfully investigate the claims set forth by the Latter-day 
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Saints—that the “gospel of the kingdom” is being preached to the nations, 
that the “stone cut out without hands” is beginning to roll, that the fall- 
ing away spoken of by Paul has been literally fulfilled, that the angel 
seen by John has actually come to earth and restored the Gospel with 
all its gifts and blessings, that the elect are being gathered from the four 
winds, and that in time, the stone will roll until it will fill the earth. 

A. W. 


— 


Victoria, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, aud Empress of India. Hers 
is not only the longest but the most beneficent reign in the history of the 
British Isles. No sovereign has more fully realized that the throne isa 
sacred trust held in behalf of the subjects, which principle has been fully 
exemplified in her every public act, and thus has she anchored herself safely 
in the hearts and affections of the people by a chain stronger and more 
enduring than any ever forged by military despotism and tyranny. 

We join all the loyal subjects in the United Kingdom in wishing Her 
Majesty many returns of the day, that life may be extended as long as it 
is desirable, and that the name Victoria may be handed down to future 
generations as a synonym of all that is true and noble in Queenly power. 


THe Anchor line s.s. Hthtopia which sailed from Glasgow on the 11th 
inst., with returning Elders and emigrating Saints on board, arrived in 
New York on the 22nd with all well. 


-Presrpent HND of the Lendon Conference desires to thank the 
unknown friend at Dunstable for £1 sent to help on the work of the Lord. 
“God loveth a cheerful giver.” 


IntsH CoNFERENCE Nortice.—A Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Irish Conference District will be held 
in the White Hall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast, on Sunday, June 4, 1899. 
Meeting will commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE following is an extract from a very friendly and much appreciated 
letter from Elder J. W. Booth, who is now in Aintab, Syria: 

“Our great drawback in this country is the poverty of the Saints; and 
in fact the distressing condition of thousands more make the scene a 
pitiable one; and to render it even more sorrowful the future offers but 
little relief. A large majority of the people are engaged in weaving, 
They labor at their little looms for 6d. to 1s. per day. “This year Germany 
and other European countries are sending their cloth into Syria and run- 
ning a close competition with the local manufacturers. It is reported that 
8,000,000 huroosh, £64,000, worth of cloth is now stored up in this city alone 
awaiting a market, which if not found will necessitate the closing down 
of nearly all the shops where the goods are made. 

“It seems to me the colonization movement cannot be too rapidly pushed, 


YESTERDAY, May 24, was the 80th anniversary of the birth of Her Majesty 
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but the Lord will take care of that part of the work in His own due time. 

“Mormonism is being vigorously opposed by our enemies, but the 
opposers use oil instead of water to extinguish the flames soon destined 
to consume the evils of this world. The ministers are the chief agitators, 
the great fire brigade, against the Mormon conflagration, and some of them 
ignorantly stand with the very nozzle of the hose in their hand directing 
their inflamable fluid of hatred against this ever living fire of truth. 

Task as a special favor that you remember us in your prayers, for we 
feel greatly in need of divine aid in our labors.” 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


A ConrErEnce of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the 
Newcastle Conference district convened on Sunday, May 21, 1899, in the 
New Assembly Rooms, Shields Road, Heaton. Meetings were held as 
usual at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

Among those present were Presidents James L. McMurrin and Henry 
W. Naisbitt of the European Mission; President David O. McKay of the 
Scottish Conference; President T. L. Allen of the Irish Conference, and 
Thomas Gilchrist, President of, and all the Traveling Elders in the New- 
castle Conference. 

At the hour appointed the morning services were called to order by 
President Thomas Gilchrist, who, after a few words of welcome to the 
Saints, introduced President McMurrin, who gave some timely instruc- 
tions to the Saints. He was followed by Elder James E. Meeks, who 
spoke upon the necessity of revelation, and President Naisbitt on the 
spirit of eternal increase and development of institutions which are of a 
divine origin. 

2:30 p.m. President David O. McKay addressed the congregation on 
general and individual salvation, after which the general authorities of 
the Church and the Presidency of the European Mission were presented 
and unanimously sustained. Thomas Gilchrist was sustained as President 
of the Newcastle Conference, and the following Elders in their several 
districts: Samuel B. Terry and George O. Webb in the Carlisle district; 
Andrew A. Gibbons and Frank Jacobs in the Stockton district; John 
Jepson and David Penman in the Stanley district; Lorenzo J. Brown and 
Christopher Holland in the North Shields district; Joseph Holland and 
Joseph Haslam in the Sunderland district; James E. Meeks, Heber G. 
Morrell, George Toone and Edward Sutton in the Newcastle district. | 

The statistical report for the past six months being read showed the 
following: Seventies, 13; Elders, 20; Priests, 9; Teachers, 12; Deacons, 
17; members, 236; children of members, 100; total number of souls, exclu- 
sive of missionaries from Zion, 394. Tracts distributed—from door to 
door, 26,471; in open-air meetings, 1023. Books distributed—sold, 24; 
loaned, 74; given away, 24. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract, 
9,393; by first invitation, 126; by re-invitation, 640. Gospel conversa- 
tions, 963. Meetings held—hall, 254; cottage, 105; out-door, 12; Sunday 
school services, 34; Bible theological classes, 5; Priesthood meetings, 19. 


⁊ * 
——ł3 


332 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR 


Baptisms—new members, 19; children of members, 8; confirmations, 27; 
ordinations, 4. Children blessed—of Church members, 12; of non-mem- 
bers, 1. Emigrated—over eight years of age, 23; under eight years of age, 
4. Died—under eight years of age, 4. New subscribers for Star, 18. 

The remainder of the afternoon services consisted of remarks from 
President Allen of the Irish Conference who spoke upon the blessings of 
God following true believers; and President McMurrin on the great work 
of temple building among the Latter-day Saints. At 6:30 p. m., the hall 
being filled, President Naisbitt addressed the congregation upon the 
first principles of the Gospel, and was listened to with marked attention. 
Sister Margaretta Oliver then favored us with a solo which was very 
creditably rendered. President McMurrin spoke very impressively, show- 
ing that there was repentance beyond the grave. Edward Sutton and 
President Gilchrist were the concluding speakers; the latter thanking all 
for the kind attention that had been given. 

Priesthood meeting was held at 37 Cavendish Road, Jesmond, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, Monday, at 10 o'clock a.m., where some good instructions were 
given and important questions answered by the Presidency. In the 
evening a pleasant sociable was given by the Saints at the Hebburn 
branch hall. Great credit is due those who participated in making it such 
a success. The Elders feel to appreciate all their kindness and return 
thanks for the same. 
EDWARD Surrow, C Clerk of Conference. 
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MORMONS IN UTAB. | 


Tux following letter was published in the Manitoba Free Press of 
April 8: 

“During the past few weeks there has been written and published in 
all parts of the country many articles on the subject of polygamy among 
the Latter-day Saints or Mormons. For some time I have felt it my duty 
to give the world a few facts on this subject. As I am not nor ever have 
been a ‘Mormon,’ I feel that I can do so in a fair and unbiased manner. 
Having resided here among this people the past four years, I have learned, 
by close observation and study, much of the teaching and practices of this 
people. 

“This valley is one of the most beautiful and thrifty places on the globe, 
and is inhabited by about 30,000 people, 95 per cent of whom are so-called 
‘Mormons.’ During my residence I have had much to do with the general 
public, both in business and socially; hence, what I shall say here is known 
to be the truth. 

“The people are one of the most progressive, virtuous, industrious and 
thrifty classes of citizens it has ever been my privilege to live among, and 
I was born and lived in New England till I was past 25 years of age. 
There is no place on the globe where brotherly love and kind assistance 
in times of need are practiced to a greater extent than among these 
people. The members of the faith are encouraged to give a tithe of their 
increase to the support of the Church. This tithing is used to defray the 
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necessary expenses of the Church and to supply the wants of the poor 
and needy. There are no alms houses in this part of the country, but the 
poor of each ward are cared for by those in charge of the different branches 
of the Church. . 

“Cliques and clans are unknown and the poor stand just as high in the 
community, socially and religiously, as the rich. 

“Having been closely connected with these people, and also having 
studied to some extent the belief and teachings of the Latter-day Saints, 
Lam prepared to say that their faith will compare favorably with that of 
the Methodists, Presbyterians, or any of the numerous other denominations 
and religious sects. They believe in God, the Father; his son, Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Ghost, these being three distinct persons. They also 
believe and teach repentance and baptism for the remission of sins, by 
immersion. 

“Educationally, Utah is the third state in the Union, and the so-called 
‘Mormons’ are far in advance of our other citizens, as a class, in this. 
Thrift, virtue, honor, are all taught to be of the highest importance, and 
no class of people under the sun possesses these attributes to a fuller ex- 
tent than do the ‘Mormons.’ | 

“The Bible teaches that in olden times such men as David and Solomon 
practiced plural marriage, yet they were not damned by the Lord for it; 
80 it was with these people. Polygamy was deemed to be in keeping with 
the teachings of the Bible, and a very few of the people entered into 
plural marriages, and families were reared. The offsprings of these 
people are as dear to them as are the children of any father and mother. 
After awhile it was declared by the government to be a crime for a man 
to have more than one wife at a time, and the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, in compliance with the law, issued a manifesto against 
further polygamous marriages. Since that time, it is safe to state that no 
plural marriages have been solemnized in or by sanction of the Church. 
In fact, it is against the laws of the state and the rules of the Church to 
enter into plural marriage. The state imposes a punishment of five years 
in jail and a fine of $500 for the crime. Most of this agitation about 
polygamy comes from cranks and fanatics of other religious denomina- 
tions, who deem it a sin for a man to believe differently from them on 
matters of religion. If these good () people know of so many cases of 
polygamy, why do they not bring them to light and furnish evidence to 
convict them! 

‘ “The election of B. H. Roberts to congress is the immediate cause for 
this voluminous outburst of slander. The ‘Mormon’ Church is said to 
have desired his election and to have worked to that end. Now, I am in 
& position to know that the Church of the Latter-day Saints is not in 
politics, and does not try officially to further any one for office. Mr. 
Roberts was elected to congress as a Democrat, and not as a ‘Mormon.’ 
It is a fact that he received the largest majorities in the districts where the 
percentage of ‘Mormon’ votes was smallest. He was elected by the people. 
To be sure, Mr. Roberts has been engaged in religious work, to a great 
extent, for a number of years, but is it just to say the Church of his choice 
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is running politics in Utah, any more than it is to say the same of any 
other church, one of whose influential members happens to be elected to 
some public office? I answer, no. 

“Again I ask, would it be right and honorable for the men who have in 
times past taken plural wives, to now turn part of them, with their 
families, out into the world unprotected? Again I answer, no. 


“GrorcE L. MARION. 
“Richmond, Cache County, Utah.” 
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ANOTHER TESTIMONY. 


Tue following letter strongly indicates that the Lord is as willing to 
fulfill His promises in this age as in olden times: 

“It is with a heart full of thankfulness to my Heavenly Father, and to 
show my gratitude to Him for His wonderful power and goodness mani- 
fested to me, that I wish to bear witness to the following facts concerning 
the restoring of sight to my little girl, whois now thirteen months old. 
The child was born with very weak eyes and never could endure the light, 
either natural or artificial. Last January, at the request of my mother, 
Mrs. Anne Belcher, who has been a faithful Latter-day Saint for some 
years, two Elders came to see me in Cheltenham, and explained the princi- 
ples of the Gospel to me as they understand it, and as they declare it has 
been restored from heaven in these latter days, including the gift of heal- 
ing and other signs promised by Jesus Christ to those who believed. 
After listening attentively to their words, and earnestly desiring that my 
child should be healed, I had sufficient faith to ask them to anoint her 
with oil, according to the words of the Apostle James. They agreed to 
spend the next day in fasting and prayer and come again the followiog 
evening. I fasted and prayed also, and the result was that after being 
administered to, the child at once began to amend. When they called 
again a few days later, her eyes had become a little weaker again (I 
suppose the Lord was trying my faith) but they anointed her again at my 
request, and within a fortnight from the first administration her eyes 
were as well and strong as those of any ordinary child; and now after five 
months she still continues to enjoy this precious gift of sight without any 
apparent weakness or defect, or any evidence to show that her eyes were 
ever affected in any way. 

I am not, and never have been a member of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, but have been studying the Gospel as taught by the 
Elders of this Church, and did circumstances permit I should certainly be 
a regular attendant of their meetings, for I could not have received any 
stronger testimony to the truth of their teachings and their claim that 
they are the acknowledged servants of the Lord. I feel that the least I 
can dois humbly and thankfully acknowledge the power of God mani- 
fested in my behalf, out of gratitude to him and to His humble servants 
who are so generally despised by the world. 

Yours respectfully, 
| Mrs. Lucy Srurmy. 
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CALUMNY AND DETRACTION. 


Scandal loves a shining mark.—PRovess. 

Praise undeserved is satire in disguise.—— BrRoaDHURST. 

Jealousy is the apprehension of superiority. SHENSTONE. 

Falsehood may have its hour, but it has no future.—PREssENsE. 

To be angry is to revenge the faults of others upon ourselves.— Por. 

He shall be immortal who liveth till he can be stoned by one without a 


It is a wise and good man who will bear elevating to where the eyes of 
the world are upon him. 

There is nothing so strong or safe, in any emergency of life, as the 
simple truth.— DIcKENs. 


Jealousy i is often only the open confession of how little one thinks of 
one’s self.—CHARLEs GIBBON. 


Life appears to me too short to be nursing animosities or registering 
wrongs.—CHARLOTTE BRONTE. 

Let our lives be pure as snowfields, where our footsteps leave a mark, 
but not a stain.— MADAME SWETCHINE. 


It is of very little account what men think of us, but it is of great 
importance what God thinks of us.—Moopy. 

As there can be no jealousy without regard, so envy cannot exist in 
perfection without a secret esteem of the person envied.— ANONYMOUS. 

An honest man’s praise is sweet and useful like to the honey which the 
bee makes; but the praise of a flatterer is as poisonous as the sting of a 
wasp.— ANONYMOUS. 

The eyes of a man in the jaundice make yellow observations on every- 
thing; and the soul tinctured with any passion diffuses a false color over 
the appearance of things.— Warts. 

In company, set a guard upon your tongue; in solitude, upon your heart. 
The most ignorant have knowledge enough to discover the faults of others, 
the most clear-sighted are blind to their own.— ANONYMOUS. | 

The world is a looking-glass, and gives back to every man the reflection 
of his own face. Frown at it, and it will turn and look surlily on you; 
laugh at it and with it, and it is a pleasant, kind companion.— ANONYMOUS. 

Never be afraid of criticism or ridicule; always remember that opposi- 
tion and calumny are often the brightest tribute that vice and fully can 
pay to virtue and wisdom. The commendation of some men justly excites 
suspicion, and their censure is equivalent to a certificate of good character. 
—RvUTHERFORD B. HayEs. 


Among the pitfalls in our way, 
The best of us walk blindly; 
So, man be wary, watch and pray, 


And judge your brother kindly, 


—Atice Cary. 


